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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841     

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE  
Minutes of a meeting held in the Committee Room, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing on  

Friday, 31st January 2020 at 10.00 a.m. 

 
 PRESENT:  Mr. P. Dillon (in the Chair) 
    Mr. D. Bennett, Mr. B. Buttifant, Mr. P. Eaton, Mrs. M. Robarts 
 
 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
 
 1. APOLOGIES 
  There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2. MINUTES  
 The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November 2020, Reference FAC/02/2019 were approved 
 and duly signed. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
(a) Fairfield Close (Site Visit) (Minute 3(b) FAC/02/2019) 
 (i) Vegetation overhanging footpath - the contractors confirmed that they can cut back  
  branches overhanging the wooden fence and remove all cuttings away at a cost of £100  
  plus VAT.  
  RESOLVED:  It was agreed to reconsider this during in April (next financial year). 
 
 (ii) Low hanging branches – It was suggested to trim lower hanging branches (lift canopy) of 
  the trees in the grassed area. 
  RESOLVED: It was agreed to reconsider this in the Autumn. 
 
 (iii) Fencing along the grass/amenity area – Clerk had reminded contractors to quote for  
  repairing/re-securing/replace a small number of rails. 
  RESOLVED:  Lack of funds available in the current financial year’s budget required the  
  work to be delayed until April. 
  
 (iv) Access (broken panel) – Clerk reminded Contractor to remove broken panel. 
  RESOLVED: To delay this work until the start of the next financial year due to available  
  funding. 
 
 (v) Nature Reserve Policy – The original licence lapsed following the death of the licensee  
  who was responsible for the maintenance work on the land.  The Parish Council’s Nature 
  Reserve policy was reviewed and deemed no longer necessary. 
  RESOLVED:  To recommend to full Council to formally cancel the licences and to revoke 
  the Nature Reserve policy (Kent Wildlife Trust to be informed accordingly). 
 
(b) Fairfield Close - fallen tree (Minute 3(c) FAC/02/2019) 
 A site meeting with a Highways Agency Arboricultural Officer, Members and the Clerk on 7th 
 January, confirmed that that the collapsed tree emanated from privately owned land and not 
 Parish Council owned land. The Highways land boundary fence is the post and rail fence (their 
 standard fencing). The tree had fallen across the boundary onto Highways owned land.  
 Arrangements would be made for it to be dealt with by Highways’ contractors who would need 
 access via the Parish Council’s land.  This was agreed.  
 The Highways Agency would contact the private landowner to discuss further works to the 
 remainder of the trees.   
 RESOLVED:  It was agreed that the Clerk should consult the Land Registry to establish the 
 actual boundary. 
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(c) Village car park - tree survey and recommendations (Minute 3(d) FAC/02/2019) 
 The recommended work was completed on Wednesday, 29th January 2020. 
 
(d) Village car park - review current building work adjacent to car park (Minute 3(e) FAC/02/2019) 
 It is anticipated that phase 1 would be completed early in the New Year (building is erected and 
 roof on).  No timescale for phase 2 was available yet. The Clerk had contacted the PCC 
 Secretary on Monday, 20th January who confirmed that there was no timescale available at 
 the moment. 
 RESOLVED:  That the Clerk writes to the PCC asking the  
 (i)  that the car park is left tidy when the contractors move off site after completion of phase 1 
 (ii) that the gap in the fence is closed again 
 (iii) estimated time scale of when large lorries can be expected on site again 
 
 There are currently three potholes that need to be filled. 
 RESOLVED:  That the Clerk obtain a quotation for the potholes to be filled. 
 
(e) Village car park – winter/snow clearance (Minute 3(f) FAC/02/2019) 
 The gritting started on 9th December 2019 and so far the car park was visited twice. 
 
(f) Public conveniences – building surveys (Minute 3(g) FAC/02/2019) 
 Arrangements for this are underway and a quotation is expected soon.   
 
(g) Public conveniences – general improvements (Minute 3(h) FAC/02/2019 
 Members noted the Clerk’s report. The current facility, in view of its age and condition and need 
 of ongoing maintenance costs, requires a complete overhaul to be replaced by a more modern 
 facility.  The Clerk warned members to bear in mind the restrictions, for example, the site is 
 within Kemsing’s Conservation Area. Professional advice from a Structural Engineer and 
 Architect is required to formulate a plan. Funding is uncertain at the moment although Sevenoaks 
 District Council had indicated, in principle, that Community Infrastructure Levy Funds may be 
 used. It was suggested we talk to Sundridge and Ide Hill Parish Councils who have recently 
 refurbished their facilities. 
 
(h) Defibrillator (Minute 3(i) FAC/02/2019) 
 Kent County Council (KCC) agreed to the request subject to three conditions being met; 

• Installation carried out by KCC contractors – this to be paid by KPC 
• Maintenance costs to be paid by KPC 
• An agreement to be put in place between KCC and KPC 

The Clerk requested a quotation from KCC for the installation costs. This has not been received 
yet. 
The West Kent Masons (who kindly donated a sum of money for to the London Hearts 
Foundation to purchase a defibrillator and cabinet), confirmed that  there would be no ongoing 
financial support for maintenance i.e. purchase of spare parts and  accessories or payment for 
the electricity supply. This would have to be funded by the Parish Council.  
There is no funding available in the current financial year nor has provision for this been made in 
the next financial year. 

 RESOLVED:  That the Committee recommends to full Council to reject the offer for the reasons 
 stated above. 
 
(i) Notice boards (Minute 3(j) FAC/02/2019) 
 (i) Notice board policy – The existing notice board policy was reviewed with one minor  
  alteration.  
  RESOLVED:  To recommend to full Council to ratify the policy as amended.  
  
 (ii)  Notice board refurbishment schedule – The draft schedule prepared by the Clerk was  
  adopted.  
 
 (iii) A quotation for a replacement noticeboard at Noah’s Ark (£690 + VAT) was noted.   
  RESOLVED: To be considered in April (next financial year). 
  The Clerk warned that the land is owned by Kent County Council and that they should be 
  informed. There may be underground utilities in this area which needed to be clarified. 
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11.45 a.m. Mr. Buttifant left the meeting. 
 
 (iv) Notice board in village car park – This has been replaced on Wednesday, 22nd January. 
 
 (v) Notice board in Common  Field Recreation Ground (near Church Lane entrance) – The  
  Recreation Grounds Committee had agreed to transfer responsibility this Committee. 
  RESOLVED:  To be reviewed in the next financial year. 
 
4. INSPECTION REPORTS 
 Co-ordinators for public conveniences and car park inspections were reminded to send weekly 
 inspection reports to the Clerk. 
 
5. NEW MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
(a) Christmas tree at The Well area 
 The Parish Council, at its meeting on 15th January 2020, had transferred responsibility of the 
 Christmas tree arrangements to this Committee.  (Terms of reference had been updated).  
 The Committee reviewed the exiting arrangement (Clerk and two Councillors to erect the tree and 
 a qualified electrician to connect the lights) which was deemed unsatisfactory.   Various 
 alternative options were considered. 
 RESOLVED:  It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain two quotations: 
 (i) to plant a suitable tree such as a Norwegian Spruce,  close to the current electricity  
  supply  to be connected with a small length of underground cable for the lights. 
 (ii) lay an underground electricity cable from the current supply to the big tree at the War  
  Memorial to which the lights could be draped around.    
  The Clerk to obtain quotations. 
 
(b) Litter 
 Comments from the Litter Warden regarding litter in Honey Pot Lane were noted.  
 
12.05 p.m.  Mr. Eaton left the meeting. 
 
6. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS  
(a) The Well area 
 RESOLVED:  To renew the existing contract for further 12 months (from 1st April 2020 to  
 31st March 2021). 
 
(b) Village car park 
 RESOLVED:  To extend the existing contract for a further 12 months (from 1st April 2020 to  
 31st March 2021). 
 
(c) Fairfield Close stream and vegetation clearance 
 RESOLVED:  To extend the existing contract for a further 12 months (from 1st January 2020 to 
 31st December 2020). 
 
(d) Fairfield Close mowing and strimming 
 RESOLVED:  To extend the existing contract for a further 12 months (from 1st April 2020 to  
 31st March 2021). 
 
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Friday, 27th March 2020 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 12.15 p.m. 
 
 
 Signed by Chairman : ……………………………………….. 
 
 
  
 Date : ………………………………………… 


