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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841     

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 

RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of an extra-ordinary meeting held online via Zoom on  
Tuesday, 27 October 2020 at 10.05 a.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Dr. P. Walker (in the Chair) 

    Mrs. J. Chisholm, Mr. P. Dillon, Mr. M. Hudson, Ms. G. Lloyd 
 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
    13 Members of the public 
   
  Chair’s welcome: 
  Dr. Walker welcomed everyone to the meeting and briefly explained the procedure for the meeting.
  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 An apology for absence was received from Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day. 
 
2. ANNUAL AGREEMENT FOR SEVENOAKS TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB (STFC) 
 The meeting was called to amend and clarify the Committee’s previous decision not to enter into a 
 new agreement for the 2020/2021 season.  
 
 Summary of the Chairman’s introductory remarks: 
 The Chairman explained that this is a meeting of the Parish Council’s Recreation Grounds 
 Committee to which Members of the Public are invited to view and listen to.  The current position 
 was clarified: The Covenant governing the use of the Common Field Recreation Ground is explicit 
 that the field is for the benefit of the inhabitants of Kemsing and specifically for such villagers. 
 Several years ago, this Committee made a goodwill gesture to the STFC (after being told that 
 several Kemsing players were Members of the Club at the time) by allowing use of  the Common 
 Field when they temporarily lost use of pitches at Knole Academy. All parties understood that this 
 was a purely temporary arrangement and that the situation should never become  permanent. The 
 previous agreement between STFC and the Parish Council expired on 30th of April 2020, however 
 the Club continued to use the field since the start of September, despite it  being pointed out to 
 them that they had no agreement in place. Unfortunately, issues regarding alleged bad behaviour 
 by some of their members, especially when using the Sir Mark Collett Pavilion, had been allowed 
 to cloud the principle issue. It is clear that the STFC members are predominantly from outside of 
 the village. 
 
 Dr. Walker said that he hoped this clarified the position and asked Councillors to consider what, if 
 anything, could be done to alleviate some of the repercussions on the STFC. 
 
 During the discussion, the following comments were made by the Members: 
 In the past, the Parish Council (in view of the Covenant restrictions) was not able to allow personal 
 trainers, etc. to use the field. Concerns were raised regarding the Club’s post on social media and 
 the effect this had, in particularly defamatory remarks about Councillors which was completely 
 fallacious. The Club was urged to use the proper channels to communicate with the Council 
 which is via the Clerk.  Residents were reminded that all meetings of the Council are open to the 
 public. In hindsight the Council might have handled the matter differently and it is the young people 
 who are affected by this the most.   
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 Considering what could be done to ease some of the consequences of the Council’s decision,  
 Mr. Hudson proposed, seconded by Mrs. Chisholm: 
 “That the Parish Council grants the STFC to use the Common Field Recreation Ground for the 
 remainder of this season.  The temporary agreement will terminate on 30th April 2021 and a further 
 temporary agreement for the subsequent season (2021/2022) will not be offered. The notice period 
 allows the Club to actively seek alternative accommodation. The reason for this decision is that the 
 original temporary arrangement intended as a goodwill gesture to help the Club, came to an end in 
 April 2020 and a request to renew it was only raised by the STFC in September 2020. 
 Furthermore, the Covenant in place for the Common Field Recreation Ground restricts use of the 
 land to sport clubs associated with Kemsing. The Club will be asked to ensure that all parties are 
 aware of the reasons for this decision”. 

 CARRIED unanimously 
 10.15 a.m. The meeting was temporarily adjourned to allow for public participation.  

  Representatives from the Kemsing United Football Club and Sevenoaks Town Football Club 
 asked to address the Council. The following comments were made: 
 The Club was not invited to the previous Committee meeting when this matter was 
 discussed. The covenant was out of date and should be brought up to date. The Club had not 
 been given warning that they did not have an agreement for the current season. The Council was 
 asked if a further meeting could be arranged between the Club and the Parish Council to discuss 
 the future accommodation.  Clubs are finding it challenging to secure accommodation due to the 
 limited pitches available at the present time.  
 
 10.21 a.m. The meeting was reconvened. 

 Further closing statements by Councillors included that it was the Club’s responsibility to ensure 
 that they have agreements in place and that the Council may look at possible amendments to the 
 covenant in the future. 

 

 

 The meeting closed at 10.26 a.m. 

 

 

 
Signed by Chairman: ……………………………………….   Date: ………………………………… 

 

 


