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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841  

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Minutes of an extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held online via Zoom on 
Wednesday, 7 April 2021 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Mr. D. Bennett (in the Chair) 
   Councillors Mr. M. Bell, Mr. B. Buttifant, Mrs. J. Chisholm, Mr. C. Connelly,  
   Mr. P. Dillon, Mr. M. Hudson, Ms. G. Lloyd, Dr. G. Morrell, Mrs. M. Robarts,  
   Dr. P. Walker,  Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
   District Councillor Mrs. D. Morris 
   District Councillor Mr. S. Reay 
   6 Members of the Public 
  
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded participants keep themselves muted for 
the duration of the meeting until invited to speak. 
 
The Chairman briefly explained the role of the Parish Council in terms of Planning applications in Kemsing. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 An apology for absence was received from Mr. P. Eaton. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 There were no declarations of interest received.  
 
3. LEISURE PLOTS FOR SALE (LOWER HAFFENDEN FIELD, KEMSING) 
 The meeting was called to consider a list of detailed questions received from a group of residents 
 regarding the sale of eight leisure plots (under two titles). 
  
 The following points were made during the discussion: 
 

• It may be advantageous to investigate the possibility of asking the Sevenoaks District Council’s 
Arboricultural Officer if a Woodland Tree Preservation Order could be applied to the whole 
section of Lower Haffenden. 

• Although the Parish Council had already consulted Kent Wildlife Trust regarding protected 
species, it was suggested, the site might be eligible for Site of Special Scientific Interest status if 
a protected species was found. 

• It was noted that a temporary notice had been placed on the entrance gate. The Parish Council 
had no objection to a temporary notice but there was no support for a more permanent sign. 

• The Parish Council, or any other land owner, cannot stop anyone from applying for planning 
permission. 

• Kemsing Parish Council has prepared a brief to Solicitors with particular questions regarding 
plot holders’ access rights. 

• Having a specific Parish Council policy on the protection of the leisure plots against any form of 
development would not be deemed as pre-determination on any planning application. It was 
suggested to include this as part of the Parish Council’s existing Green Belt statement. 

• A suggestion to apply for the whole area of Lower Haffenden to become a Community Asset 
was not deemed to be viable as it would not meet the relevant criteria, nor would it protect the 
land from any further development. 

• The Parish Council shares residents’ concern to retain the leisure plots for the community. 
• Residents were concerned that an overage clause could be applied to the sale of the eight plots 

and possibly future plots. 
• Strict Article 4 restrictions are in place and SDC had previously confirmed that appropriate 

action would be taken when necessary. 
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 It was AGREED that: 
 Nothing can be gained by further discussions or detailed correspondence until either  
 a) a planning application is received in respect of a leisure plot (the normal procedure through 
  the Planning Committee will be followed) 
 b)  a plot owner appears to be carrying out work on a plot contrary to  Article 4, in which case 
  the District Council Planning Department will be informed; 
 c) a plot owner requests vehicular access to a plot (at which time the Parish Council would  
  consider what action would be appropriate  
 d)   that the protection of the Leisure Plots against any form of development be included in the 
  Parish Council’s Green Belt Statement to be ratified at the next Parish Council meeting 
 e)  and that the Parish Council would seek advice from Sevenoaks District Council’s  
  Arboricultural Officer about including the whole of Lower Haffenden under a Woodland Tree 
  Preservation Order.   
 f) meanwhile the Parish Council is considering obtaining legal advice on the rights of plot  
  holders over the access rights. 
 
4. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

Wednesday, 21 April 2021 
 
 
Mr. Bennett thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.16 p.m. 
 
 
 

 Signed by Chairman: ……………………………………….. 
 

 
 
 
Date: …………………………………………………………. 
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