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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841  
E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, 

Kemsing, on Wednesday, 21 July 2021 at 7.30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Councillor Mr. D. Bennett (in the Chair) 
   Councillors Mrs. J. Chisholm, Mr. P. Dillon, Mr. P. Eaton, Mr. M. Hudson,  
   Ms. G. Lloyd, Mrs. M. Robarts, Dr. P. Walker, Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
   County Councillor Mr. R. Gough [arrived at 7.55 p.m.] 
     
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 Apologies for absence were received and noted from Councillors Mr. M. Bell, Mr. B. Buttifant,  
 Mr. C. Connelly and Dr. G. Morrell as well as from District Councillors Mrs. D. Morris and  
 Mr. S. Reay. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 There were no declarations of interest received.   
 
3. MINUTES  
 Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Parish Council approves the minutes of the meetings held on 28 April 2021 Ref No 
 KPC/07/2021, 19 May 2021 Ref No KPC/08/2021, 16 June 2021 Ref No KPC/09/2021 & 30 June 
 2021 Ref No KPC/10/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
(a) Risk assessment for Parish Council, Committees and Working Group meetings (Minute 2 
 (KPC/11/2021) 
 The draft risk assessment was approved as circulated.  
 
 The Clerk reminded four Councillors not wearing masks, that the risk assessment just approved, 
 ruled that one of the mitigation measures in reducing the risk of Covid infection whilst indoors, was 
 the wearing of masks by all attendees, unless they are exempt.  A debate ensued and the Clerk 
 reminded Councillors that the Government expects and recommends that individuals should act 
 responsibly and that masks should be worn in crowded and public indoor spaces and that not 
 wearing masks was contrary to the risk assessment rules.  Whilst everyone recognised the 
 inconvenience of having to wear a mask, it remained a preventative measure of spreading the 
 coronavirus disease. For this reason the Chairman urged everyone to wear their masks for the 
 duration of the meeting.  Members complied with this request. The situation will be reviewed at the 
 September meeting. 
 
(b) Sale of land North of Pilgrims Way, Kemsing (Minute 4(c) KPC/07/2021 
 An application for a Tree Preservation Order on the whole of the section of the Lower Haffenden 
 Leisure Plots had been made. The Solicitors advised that they were not able to provide a quotation 
 for legal fees due to a substantial backlog of work as a result of the pandemic.  
 The Clerk would endeavour to approach another firm. 
 
(c) Dynes Road parking at shops (Minute 5(a) KPC/10/2020) 
 After extensive searching for solutions to the issues at Dynes Road, Kent County Council concluded 
 that there were no viable solutions. Removal of the footway on the north side of Dynes Road would 
 comprise pedestrian safety and the cost would be significant due to utilities located under the 
 footway. 
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5. NEW MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
(a) Request from Kemsing Heritage Centre Association 
 The Kemsing Heritage Centre Association sought permission for the use of the Common Field to 
 hold a village picnic on 12 September 2021 to celebrate St. Edith’s birthday as an alternative to the 
 Kemsing Festival (takes place every 10 years) which was not possible to organise due to the 
 pandemic.  
 Dr. Walker proposed, seconded by Mrs. Wedderburn-Day: 
 “That the Parish Council has no objection for the Kemsing Heritage Centre Association to use the 
 Common Field Recreation Ground for arranging a village picnic”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
 The Clerk reminded the Council that all third parties using the Parish Council’s land, in accordance 
 with the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy, are required to produce evidence to the Parish Council of 
 their own public liability insurance in respect of their own legal abilities for the event and that this 
 would be conveyed to the organisers. 
 
6. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
(a) Planning Committee 
  Mrs. Robarts proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meetings held on 23 April 2021, Ref No 
 P/08/2021, 4 May 2021, Ref No P/09/2021 & 5 July 2021, P/10/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
(b) Facilities Committee 
 Mr. Dillon proposed, seconded by Mrs. Robarts: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 4 May 2021, Ref No 
 FAC/03/2021  & 6 July 2021, Ref No FAC/04/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
(c) Recreation Grounds Committee 
 The meeting scheduled for 7 July 2021 Ref No (RG/03/2021) was inquorate and was subsequently 
 closed at 8.15 pm.  All business on the agenda for this meeting had been adjourned to the next 
 meeting, which is scheduled for 1 September 2021.  Dr. Walker proposed, seconded by Mr. Dillon: 
 “That this report be noted by the Parish Council”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
(d) Downland Management Committee 
 Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2021, Ref No 
 DM/02/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
(e) Finance Committee 
 Dr. Walker proposed, seconded by Mr. Bennett: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2021, Ref No F/02/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
 The Council was asked to consider the following recommendation: 

• Grant and Donations Policy – Recommend to Council to ratify the policy with no proposed 
changes. 

   
 The Clerk had received a suggestion for amendments (for the purpose of clarification), however 
 these were deemed unnecessary and the policy, as circulated and without any amendments, was 
 approved unanimously. 
 
7. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
(a) Donations and Subscriptions 
 Citizens Advice Bureau (Sevenoaks and Swanley) - The Finance Committee’s recommendation to 
 consider making a financial contribution of £300 was approved unanimously. 
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(b) Accounts for payments & receipts 
 Mr. Eaton proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council approves the list of payments (Vouchers 1 to 62) and notes the list of 
 receipts (Vouchers 1 to 5) as well as two bank account transfers as circulated”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
8. CONSULTATIONS 
 There were no consultations. 
 
9. INFORMATION REPORTS  
(a) General information 
 Requests received from four residents for speed reduction in Pilgrims Way – referred to the 
 Highways Group for consideration. 
  
(b) Reports from Councillors 
 A suggestion was made to consider installing electrical vehicle charging points in the village car park 
 – the Clerk will refer this to the Facilities Committee for consideration. 
 
 A suggestion was made to ask Kent County Council to protect wild flowers in bloom on grass verges 
 in Kemsing when these are mowed. This was as a result of one post on the local social media 
 platform of an incident where Kent County Council had destroyed a flowering orchid. There was no 
 specific area mentioned.  
 The Clerk will refer this to the Highways Working Group for consideration. 
 
 One child using a motorised scooter had been seen on the Common Field Recreation Ground which 
 raised the issue of lack of sufficient signage that this was not allowed – the Clerk will refer this to the 
 Recreation Grounds Committee for consideration. 
 
 A request for an update on the current situation with re-opening the public conveniences was made.  
 Referring to the latest Facilities Committee meeting minutes circulated to all Councillors which 
 explained the current situation, the Clerk said that, as indicated in the minutes, efforts for essential 
 maintenance repair work has been and one quote already accepted but unfortunately there  are 
 delays in contractors’ availability to carry out the work. A suggestion was made to alter the 
 existing notices on the doors. 
 
 A question regarding the dilapidated fence on Green Hill was raised. The Chairman referred to the 
 latest Downland Management Committee meeting minutes circulated to all Councillors and said 
 that, as indicated in the minutes, repairs were awaited. 
 
 7.55 p.m.  County Councillor Mr. Gough was welcomed to the meeting. 
 
 Mr. Gough warned of road closures overlapping between 2 and 20 August 2021. The road 
 improvement works will take place in Otford and will affect Pilgrims Way East at the junction with the 
 A225.  Thames Water will be carrying out essential maintenance work affecting Church Street, Seal. 
 Both of these schemes have been scheduled to take place during the school holidays but Kent 
 County Council have put measures in place to minimise potential disruption to traffic. Mr. Gough will 
 endeavour to facilitate a joint meeting with Kemsing Parish Council, Seal Parish Council and Kent 
 County Council to discuss potential road improvements in areas of mutual interest. A resident had 
 asked about alleviating vehicle parking on pavements in Kemsing.  This will be looked at further by 
 Kent County Council. 
 
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 Wednesday, 15 September 2021. 

 The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m. 

  

 Signed by Chairman : ……………………………………….    Date: …………………………………. 
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