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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841  

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, 
Kemsing, on Wednesday, 15 September 2021 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Mr. D. Bennett (in the Chair) 
   Councillors Mr. B. Buttifant, Mrs. J. Chisholm, Mr. P. Eaton, Mr. M. Hudson,  
   Dr. G. Morrell, Mrs. M. Robarts, Dr. P. Walker 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
   District Councillors Mrs. D. Morris & Mr. S. Reay 
   County Councillor Mr. R. Gough [arrived at 7.57 p.m.] 

 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
  There were no questions received. 
 
 DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
 Councillor Reay’s report – There had been no meetings at the District Council in August. The 
 Development Control Committee had refused the application for the BT building at the meeting held 
 last Thursday.  Fourteen enforcement issues had been investigated in Kemsing over the last six 
 weeks and the factory unit at Noah’s Ark is closely monitored.  Councillor Reay had also dealt with 
 one homeless case and had also been instrumental in organising the Temporary Tree Preservation 
 (TPO)  order on the Lower Haffenden (Leisure Plots) area.  The TPO is subject to confirmation after 
 six months when it will become permanent. 
 
 Councillor Morris’ report – It had been relatively quiet at the District Council with meetings starting 
 again so not a lot to report at this stage.  Councillor Reay is now dealing with all the planning issues. 
  
 7.40 pm [Mr. Reay and Mrs. Morris were thanked for their reports. Mr. Reay left the meeting]. 
 
 Councillor Mr. Gough’s report – A meeting with the Parish Council’s Highways Working Group is 
 being arranged to discuss the matter of the 20mph speed limit proposal in Pilgrims Way. There will 
 be road closures affecting Cotmans Ash Lane and Watery Lane on 22 and 23 September 2021 for 
 work done by BT Open Reach which is accelerating its work program which doesn’t only affect 
 Kemsing. Some teething problems at the start of the academic year relating to the school bus 
 services had been resolved. It has to be noted that KCC doesn’t run, control or commission any 
 buses, but they do work closely with bus companies in trying to resolve any issues quickly.  There 
 are big changes ahead following the National Bus Strategy consultation which will lead to the 
 adoption of the draft Bus Services Improvement Plan.  The “on demand” services (introduced 
 locally) will be now be considered nationally by other bus operators. The Household Waste 
 Recycling consultation runs until the end of this month and has already received some 8,000 
 responses. The Vision Zero initiative was launched today and will involve partnership working 
 between KCC and local Parish and Town Councils as well as local communities. 
  
 Questions to Mr. Gough included the following: 
 A recent road closure had unclear warning signs which did not indicate where the road closure was.  
 Mr. Gough will look into this. 
 The Kemsing Library was still closed to groups who used it in the past.  Mr. Gough undertook to 
 investigate. 
 Was there a link between the number of fly-tipping incidents and the introduction of the new 
 appointment booking system at the KCC Household Recycling Centres?  Mr. Gough explained the 
 complex assessment criteria for analysing the data but concluded that there was no strong 
 correlation between the two.  However, the data did indicate that the use of skips had increased 
 considerably over the last two to three years.  KCC is also working closely with District Councils and 
 the DVLA sharing intelligence to investigate fly tipping cases which ultimately results in 
 prosecutions. 
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 A tree which has its branches entangled in the telephone cable at an address in The Landway had 
 been reported to KCC. Mr. Gough would look into this further. 
 Are the recent Covid increases in Kent connected to the schools starting again? Mr. Gough reported 
 that there had been a sharp spike within the last two weeks, however it seemed that is was reducing 
 slightly. 
 
  [8.25 pm – Mr. Gough was thanked for attending the meeting and for his report.  Mr. Gough left the 
 meeting]. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mr. C. Connelly, Mr. P. Dillon, Ms. G. Lloyd 
 and Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 There were no declarations of interest received.  
 
3. MINUTES  
 Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Council approves the minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2021, Ref No KPC/11/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
  
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
(a) Risk assessment for Parish Council, Committees and Working Group meetings (Minute 4(a) 
 (KPC/11/2021) 
 The risk assessment was approved with no amended changes. To be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
(b) Sale of land North of Pilgrims Way, Kemsing (Minute 4(b) KPC/11/2021 
 No response received from Solicitors. The Clerk will follow up. 
  
5. NEW MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
(a) Committee membership appointments 
 The following appointments for the remainder of the year 2021/2022 were approved unanimously:
 Planning Committee – Mr. P. Eaton was appointed as a member. 
 Finance Committee – Mr. M. Hudson was appointed as a member. 
 Highways Working Group – Mr. Hudson stepped down and Mr. Bennett was appointed as a 
 replacement.  
 
(b) Remembrance Day Parade 
 The Council ratified the draft Traffic Management Plan and Risk Assessment for the Parade. 
 
 The report of the Working Group meeting was noted and the following recommendations 
 considered: 
 “That the Parish Council purchases five hi vis coats and eight traffic cones”. 
 “To make a small financial donation for the buglar service”. 
 
 Mr. Bennett said that it was unnecessary for the Parish Council to purchase hi vis coats or traffic 
 cones. These items could be borrowed from the St. Edith Hall Management Committee and  
 St. Mary’s Church.  Mr. Bennett therefore proposed that the Parish Council does not purchase any 
 of these items. This was AGREED. 
   
 Mr. Eaton proposed, seconded by Mr. Bennett: 
 “That the Parish Council makes a financial contribution of £50 to the buglar for his services”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
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(c) Village flagpole 
 The St. Edith Hall Management Committee requested financial support of £500 to fund a 
 replacement flagpole to be installed. Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Parish Council makes a financial donation of £500 to the St. Edith Hall Management 
 Committee for the installation of a replacement flagpole, to be paid from the Parish Councils 
 General Contingency  Fund, under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
6. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
(a) Planning Committee 
  Mrs. Robarts proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meetings held on 12 July 2021, Ref No P/11/2021, 
 26 July 2021, Ref No  P/12/2021 and 9 August 2021, Ref No P/13/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
(b) Facilities Committee 
 Mrs. Robarts proposed, seconded by Mr. Bennett: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 4 August 2021, Ref No 
 FAC/05/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
 The Council was asked to consider the following recommendation from the Committee: 
 “That the Committee recommends to full Council to make available up to £2,000 from the 
 Council’s General Contingency budget for obtaining professional advice from a structural 
 engineer or an architect to pursue the public conveniences refurbishment project”. 
  
 Mr. Bennett reported that the existing public conveniences are unsatisfactory and that a complete 
 redevelopment was necessary. A site meeting with a specialist company had taken place and the 
 Committee would consider the quotation at its next  meeting. 
 
 Being taken over by recent events, the above proposal was rejected.  Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Parish Council makes available to the Facilities Committee up to £1,000 for any 
 preliminary work which may be necessary before a contract for the toilet redevelopment project can 
 be finalised.  Any money so spent to be charged to the part of the Reserve Fund earmarked for 
 Toilet Refurbishment Works”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
 Mrs. Robarts proposed, seconded by Mr. Bennett: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 2021, Ref 
 FAC/06/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
 The Council was asked to consider the following recommendation from the Facilities Committee: 
 “That the quotation for £390 (VAT included) be approved for the urgent fence repairs, subject to the 
 Parish Council making available £390 from the Parish Council’s General Contingency Fund”.   
 CARRIED unanimously 

 
(d) Downland Management Committee 
 Mr. Bennett proposed:  

  “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2021, Ref No  
  DM/03/2021 and that the Parish Council approves the recommendation to make available up to  
  £6,500 from the Council’s Tree Contingency Fund to enable all the recommended tree safety work 
  on the Kemsing Downs Nature Reserve to be dealt with as soon as possible”. 

 CARRIED unanimously 
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(e) Recreation Grounds Committee 
 Dr. Walker proposed, seconded by Mr. Bennett: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 2021, Ref No 
 RG/04/2021, including the following recommendations: 
 
 “To ratify the amended policy for use of Kemsing Parish Council’s Recreation Grounds by 
 Individuals/Groups/Businesses”. 
 CARRIED unanimously subject to one addition to the policy document which is to include a new 
 item 6(d) “In the event of the Committee being dissatisfied with or deeming the use of the land and 
 activities thereon inappropriate, the Committee reserves the right to withdraw its approval with 
 immediate effect”. 
 
 Common Field Recreation Ground Trust: 
 “The Committee has no objection in principle to the installation of an outdoor cricket net facility and 
 recommends to the full Parish Council (as Trustee of the Common Field Recreation Ground Trust) 
 that the Kemsing Cricket Club can now proceed with seeking planning permission for the installation 
 of the cricket net practice facility”.  
 CARRIED unanimously provided the following is included “subject to receiving the Cricket Club’s 
 confirmation that they have secured all the funding to complete the project before any work begins”.  
 
 [8 pm County Councillor Mr. R. Gough gave his report (see above).] 
 
(f) Highways Working Group 
 The report of the meeting held on 25 August 2021 was noted.  The following recommendations were 
 considered: 
 (i) “Remove items from the Highways Improvement Plan and to include two new matters  
  (dangerous junction with Church Lane and High Street – suggest a road side mirror,  
  introduction of restricted parking on the stretch of road of West End - from the school  
  entrance to the horse trough).  
  This was AGREED unanimously. 
 
 (ii) “To install a Speed Indicator Device (funding source to be identified) along the stretch of  
  Pilgrims Way between Beechy Lees Road and Childsbridge Lane in an attempt to address 
  some of the concerns residents had raised regarding speeding”. 
  
  Mr. Bennett proposed an amendment to the original recommendation in no (ii) above which 
  was as follows: 
  “That Kemsing Parish Council requests Kent County Council to consider installing a Speed 
  Indicator Device along the stretch of Pilgrims Way between Beechy Lees Road and  
  Childsbridge Lane in attempt to address some of the concerns residents had raised  
  regarding speeding”. 
  CARRIED 6 in favour, 2 against 
 
  Mr. Hudson explained that Kent County Council was unlikely to fund a sign and that the  
  Parish  Council should be prepared to consider making funds available if KCC declined to do 
  so. Mrs. Chisholm suggested the Parish Council looks into the costings of such a sign and 
  that a quotation is obtained before a final decision was taken. 
 
  The original motion (as amended) “That Kemsing Parish Council requests Kent County  
  Council to consider installing a Speed Indicator Device along the stretch of Pilgrims Way 
  between Beechy Lees Road and Childsbridge Lane in attempt to address some of the  
  concerns residents had raised regarding speeding” was put to the vote by Mr. Bennett with 
  the following result: 
  CARRIED 6 in favour, 2 against 
 
 A concern regarding Kemsing Motor Company parking their own vehicles on the road after hours, 
 was raised. This would be referred to the Highways Working Group for consideration at its next 
 meeting. 
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7. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
(a) Accounts for payments & receipts 
 Mr. Eaton proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council approves the payment list (Vouchers 63 to 92), subject to one minor 
 amendment which was that Voucher 84 should be paid from the Bank 2 account”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
8. INFORMATION REPORTS  
(a) General information 
 (i) Parish Councillor resignation - Mr. M. Bell has resigned from the Parish Council.  
  The Clerk would inform Sevenoaks District Council accordingly. 
  
(b) Reports from Councillors 
 There were no reports from Councillors. 
 
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  Wednesday, 20 October 2021 
 
 
 The meeting was closed at 8.42 p.m. 
 
 
  

 Signed by Chairman : ……………………………………….. 
 
 
  

Date : ………………………………………………………….. 
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