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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841     

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 

DOWNLAND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Minutes of a meeting held on 5 July 2021 at 8 pm  

at the St. Edith Hall, Kemsing 
 PRESENT:  Councillor Mr. D. Bennett (in the Chair) 
    Councillors Mr. B. Buttifant, Mrs. G. Lloyd, Dr. G. Morrell 
  
 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
    2 Members of the Public 

 
 1. CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING 
  Mr. Buttifant proposed, seconded by Dr. Morrell: 
  “That Mr. Bennett be appointed as Chairman for the meeting”. 
  CARRIED unanimously 
 
 2. APOLOGIES 
  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. J. Chisholm and  
  Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day. 

 
3. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 February 2021, Reference no DM/01/2021 were 
approved. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
(a) Darenth Valley Living Landscape Partnership Scheme (Minute 3(a) DM/01/2021) 
 Work was still awaited. 
 
(b) Ash Die Back Plan (Minute 3(b) DM/01/2021) 
 The plan had not been received yet.   
 
(c) Kemsing Downs Nature Reserve Tree Safety Work (Minute 3(c) DM/01/2021) 
 The 12 month work had been carried out on Wednesday, 3 March 2021 and the 24 month work 
 was scheduled to take place on 6, 7 and 8 October 2021. 
 
5. KEMSING DOWNS NATURE RESERVE ADVISORY GROUP  
 The report of the meeting held on 28 April 2021 was noted. 
  
 Item 5 – Tree safety survey 
 Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Committee approves the Group’s recommendation to accept a quotation totalling 
 £2,784-00 (VAT inclusive) for a tree safety survey on the Kemsing Downs Nature Reserve, to be 
 conducted towards the end of August 2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
6. GREEN HILL 
(a) East fence 
 A whole section of the fence had collapsed.  Repairs would be made as part of the Darenth 
 Valley  Landscape Partnership Scheme. 
 
(b)  Grazing 
 It is not possible to sheep graze at the moment due to the broken fencing and flowers. 
 
7. HAFFENDEN FIELD PLANTATION 
 There was nothing to report. 
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8.  LOWER HAFFENDEN 
 Leisure Plots 
 Information received from Sevenoaks District Council about possible Tree Preservation Orders 

(which would be considered by the KDNR Advisory Group at its next meeting), was noted. 
   
9. BONFIRE EXEMPTION LICENCE 
 The Clerk was in the process of applying for a renewal licence to burn waste in the open which 

expires on 25 July 2021.  
 
10. BUTTERFLY SURVEY 
 The report was noted. There had been a decline in the number of butterflies observed which 

would be discussed with Kent Wildlife Trust to look at different options, if any, to improve habitat. 
 
11. APPOINTMENTS 
 The following appointments for 2021/2022 were approved: 
 Chairman – Mr. Bennett 
 Vice-Chairman – Mr. Buttifant  
 Co-opted Members - Deferred 
 Kemsing Downs Nature Reserve Advisory Group representatives – Mr. Bennett, Mr. Buttifant & 

Mrs. Chisholm 
 
12. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS /CO-OPTED MEMBERS 
(a) Referring to the previous minutes, Mr. Buttifant asked if the student’s Lichen survey report had 
 been received.  The Clerk confirmed that no such report had been received and confirmed that, 
 although students are always asked for a copy of their reports, these have never been received.  
 It was suggested that for future requests, the Universities should be informed that permission is 
 granted on the condition of receiving a copy of the report. 
 
(b) Dr. Morrell asked if there had been any further news on the leisure plot sale.  There has been no 
 further update.  The Council had approached a Solicitor asking for a quotation for assistance, 
 however, the reply was that they were unable to assist for the foreseeable future due to a heavy 
 work load as a result of the pandemic. 
 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 29 September 2021. 
 
 In closing the meeting, the Chairman received a question from a member of the public.  This 
 relates to an item included in the previous minutes for tree work to improve the view from the 
 resident’s property.  Mr. Bennett explained that the Committee had previously concluded (based 
 on a recommendation from the Woodland Advisor and Advisory Group), that no further thinning 
 of any trees in that area was planned until the effect of the Ash Dieback disease had been 
 assessed, and that this had been conveyed to the resident in previous correspondence and that 
 this issue was closed. The resident explained further and made an offer to pay for topping the 
 trees (to improve the view from the resident’s property), and also to make a substantial 
 contribution towards planting  replacement trees following the Ash dieback assessment in return 
 for improving the view. Mr. Bennett expressed sympathy with the resident’s situation and offered 
 to refer the request for a second time to the Advisory Group for professional advice again but 
 also said that there was no guarantee that the original decision would be overturned. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.37 p.m. 
 
 
 Signed by Chairman : ………………………………………..    
 
 
  
 Date: ………………………. 


