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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841     

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Minutes of a meeting held in the Small Hall, St. Edith Hall on 

Tuesday, 6 July 2021 at 10.30 am 

 
 PRESENT:  Councillor Mr. P. Dillon (in the Chair) 
    Councillors Mr. D. Bennett, Mr. B. Buttifant, Ms. G. Lloyd, Mrs. M. Robarts 
 
 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
 
 1.  CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING 
  Mr. Bennett proposed, seconded by Mr. Buttifant: 
  “That Mr. Dillon be appointed as Chairman for the meeting”. 
  CARRIED unanimously 
 
 2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mr. P. Eaton. 
 

 3.  MINUTES 
  The minutes of the meetings held on 24 March 2021, Ref FAC/02/2021 and 4 May 2021, Ref  
  FAC/03/2021 were approved and duly signed. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  
 
4.1 Public Conveniences 
4.1.1 Public conveniences re-opening (Minute 3.1.1 FAC/02/2021) 
 An electrical safety check had been carried out. 
 
 A quotation had been accepted for replacing the wooden flooring in the Cleaner’s cupboard and 
 the work is awaited before the public conveniences could reopen. 
 
 The report of the inspection carried out by the Mr. Dillon and the Clerk on 26 May 2021, 
 circulated to Members on 8 June 2021, was noted. The report highlighted a potential health risk  
 given the amount of black mould present on the ceiling in the ladies’ toilet which is thought to be 
 as a result of poor ventilation. The Clerk had arranged a site visit with a two contractors; one 
 contractor later advised that, due to a heavy workload, he would not be able to carry out the 
 work.  A second contractor who was approached to obtain a quotation for treating the mould and 
 repainting the  ceiling, cancelled the site visit which was due on Tuesday, 6th July at short notice.  
 Another site meeting is being arranged. 
 
 Members were disappointed with this situation and weighed up taking the risk to open the facility
 with the mould present against visitors’ need to use it. It is altogether an unsatisfactory situation, 
 and although it was the majority view that the risk could be interpreted as relatively low, the Clerk 
 reminded Councillors of the Council’s duty of care not only towards the public, but also to its staff.  
 The huge delays in reopening the facility is frustrating for everyone involved and is attributed to 
 not being able to source contactors who have extremely busy workloads due to the pandemic 
 which is felt throughout the industry. 
  
 In an attempt to provide some sort of facility in the meantime for visitors, it was suggested that 
 the Council obtains quotations for providing a portable toilet in the car park whilst the facility is 
 still closed.  
 RESOLVED: That the Clerk obtains a quotation for provision of a portable toilet.  
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4.1.2 Public conveniences refurbishment project (Minute 3.1.2 FAC/02/2021) 
 A response from the architect had not yet been received.    
 
 It was agreed to seek assistance elsewhere. 
  
4.1.3 Public conveniences (Minute 5.2.1 FAC/02/2021) 
 A quotation to replace the damaged rainwater down pipes had been accepted and the work was 
 awaited. 
 
4.1.4 Shrub outside Gents’ toilet (Minute 5.1.3 F/02/2021) 
 It was proposed to remove the shrub. 
 RESOLVED: CARRIED 4 in favour, 1 abstention 
 
4.2 Village Car Park 
4.2.1 Temporary access over car park (Minute 2 FAC/03/2021) 
 The Church Hall site had been cleared with no reported problems affecting the car park. 
 
 In accordance with the written access agreement, the fence post and section of the fence and 
 shrub (which had been removed at the beginning of the building works to provide access over the 
 footpath), should now be reinstated.   
 The Clerk was asked to find out from the Parochial Church Council when this restoration work 
 was likely to take place. 
  
4.2.2 Village car park lights (Minute 3.2.2 FAC/02/2021) 
 The lights and fittings had been replaced. 
 
4.2.3 Damaged railing in front of public conveniences (Minute 5.1.1 FAC/02/021) 
 A quotation for repairs had been received and accepted – work is awaited. 
 
4.2.4 Tree survey (Minute 5.1.2 FAC/02/021)  
 The tree survey had been carried out and a quotation for recommended tree work had been 
 accepted.  It should be noted that an apple tree requires removal – an application for tree work in 
 a Conservation area has been submitted to the Local Authority. 
 
4.2.5 Risk assessment (Minute 5.1.3 FAC/02/2021) 
 RESOLVED: The draft risk assessment was approved subject to one amendment which was to 
 remove the risk relating to “Theft or criminal damage to vehicles”. 
 
4.3 Fairfield Close 
4.3.1 Site Visit (Minute 3.3.1 FAC/02/2021) 
4.3.1.1 Vegetation overhanging footpath – The Clerk reported that the vegetation should be cut back 
 three times per year and confirmed that the contractors would be asked to confirm when this had 
 been done. 
 
4.3.1.2 Low hanging branches – It was agreed to obtain a quotation (work to be done after 30 September 
 2021) for clearing the very low hanging branches on the trees on the green amenity space. 
 Ideally a 7m clearing from the ground for all trees were required in order to give access for the 
 grass to be mowed. Two quotations would be sought (a) to create a clearing under the trees of 
 7ft from the ground and to remove arisings from the site and (b) to create a clearing under the 
 trees of 7ft from the ground and arisings to be left on site (if an appropriate area can be located). 
 
4.3.1.3 Fencing along the grass/amenity area – A quotation had been received and was deferred to the 
 next meeting.   
 
4.3.1.4 Access (broken panel) – This work would be done at the same time as the fence repairs. 
 
4.3.1.5 Fallen tree branch is still at the entrance to Fairfield Close – This work would be done at the 
 same time as the fence repairs. 
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4.3.2 Risk assessment (Minute 5.1.3 FAC/02/2021) 
 Deferred to next meeting. 
 
4.4 The Well Area  
4.4.1 Christmas tree at The Well area (Minute 3.4.1 FAC/04/2020)   
 Advice had been received on the specific species suitable for this area.  It was suggested that the 
 proposed installation of an electricity supply (extension underground from the existing electricity 
 box to provide a permanent power supply for illuminating the Christmas tree), is put on hold for 
 this year given that the newly planted tree will need time to establish itself.  The existing 
 electricity supply would be used for this year. 
 RESOLVED:  It was agreed to obtain a formal quotation for the supply and planting of a suitable 
 species for a permanent tree. 
  
 A quotation to install a permanent, underground electricity supply from the St. Edith Hall to The 
 Well area, to provide electricity for lighting the hedge and the tree by the War Memorial, has not 
 been obtained yet. 
 
4.4.2 Painted rock ‘snake’ feature (Minute 3.4.2 FAC/04/2020) 
 A site meeting was held on 4th June attended by Mr. Dillon, Mr. Bennett, Mrs. Robarts, Mr. Eaton 
 and the Clerk, as well as three representatives from the Kemsing Heritage Centre, to identify the 
 preferred position for the rock ‘snake’ to become a permanent feature.  Three proposals were 
 considered; (a) to attach the stones to the wall, (b) to embed the stones in a newly created 
 concrete path or (c) create a pyramid and cement the stones into it in a spiral formation.  At the 
 site meeting, the preferred options were (a) and (b), but it was suggested that the Parish Council 
 should obtain professional advice which the Clerk is in the process of doing.  
 RESOLVED: The Committee agreed that the Clerk obtain professional advice as to the best 
 option. 
 
4.4.3 Wall at horse trough (Minute 3.4.3 FAC/04/2020) 
 Work was awaited.   
 
4.4.4 Risk assessment (Minute 5.1.3 FAC/02/2021) 
 Deferred to next meeting. 
 
4.5 Notice boards 
 Arrangements for the replacement notice board at Noah’s Ark is being progressed.  Kent County 
 Council has supplied a works permit application for the Parish Council to complete in order to 
 identify any utilities in the area where the new notice board is to be installed.  
 Mr. Dillon will assist the Clerk with completing the application form. 
 
4.6 Defibrillators 
4.6.1 Defibrillator stored at Budgens Convenience Store - The external cabinet had been retrieved  
 from the shop following a confirmation from the shop that there was nowhere to install the 
 cabinet.  
 
4.6.2 Defibrillator stored at the St. Edith Hall - There is a global delay with the manufacturing of the 
 electrode pads and battery for this specific model.  The current set expires on 1 August 2021.   
 It is understood from suppliers that orders are being taken on a first come first served basis, and 
 that there are currently several thousand back-orders, and orders placed now may not be fulfilled 
 until the end of this year. Members expressed disappointment with this situation and 
 considered the risk of keeping the defibrillator active with expired parts. This was also the 
 suggestion from the Sevenoaks First Responders representative who kindly carry out three 
 monthly checks on the defibrillators for the Parish Council, but with the caveat that South East 
 Ambulance Service is informed that the electrode pads and battery has expired and to leave the 
 decision to them. 
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 The position of rendering the device ineffective because of expired parts against not having a 
 device at all, was considered, but the risk was considered to be too great. The Clerk also 
 reminded Councillors that the Council, as owner of the device, has the responsibility and duty of 
 care, to ensure that it is operational at all times. 
 
 Mr. Bennett proposed, seconded by Mr. Dillon: 
 “That the Parish Council de-register the defibrillator effective 1 August 2021 unless firm 
 confirmation is received from South East Coast Ambulance Service that the defibrillator can 
 remain in use after the battery and electrode pads expiration date”.  
 It was further agreed, that, should the unit be decommissioned, the notices on the notice boards 
 should be removed but that a reason is given for the temporary removal of the defibrillator. 
 
5. INSPECTION REPORTS 
5.1 Fairfield Close 
 An inspection is due this month.   
 
5.2 Public conveniences 
 Nothing to report – facility is still closed. 
 
5.3 Village car park 
 There was no report 
 
5.4 The Well Area 
 The stream requires algae/sludge to be cleared.   
 The Clerk will ask the contractors to clear. 
  
6. NEW MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 Councillors Mr. Bennett, Mr. Buttifant and Mrs. Robarts declared having non-pecuniary interests 
 as being Members of the Kemsing Gardeners’ Society. 
 
6.1 Kemsing Gardeners’ Society Grant   
 RESOLVED:  It was agreed to make a financial contribution of £150 towards the planting of 
 flowers at The Well area. 
  
7. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS/CLERK 
 There were no reports received. 
 
8. APPOINTMENTS 
 The following positions for remainder of 2021/2022 were unanimously approved: 
 Chairman – Mr. Dillon  
 Vice-Chairman – Mrs. Robarts 
 Co-ordinator for Village Car Park – Mr. Eaton 
 Co-ordinator for Public Toilets – Mrs. Robarts 
 Co-ordinator for Fairfield Close – Mr. Dillon 
 Co-ordinator for The Well Area – Ms. Lloyd 
 
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 4 August 2021 
 
 
 Signed by Chairman : ……………………………………….. 
 
 
 
  
 Date : ………………………………………… 
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