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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel : 01732 762841     
E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 

 
RECREATION GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

Minutes of a meeting held in the Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing 
on Wednesday, 1 September 2021 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Dr. P. Walker (in the Chair) 

    Councillors Mr. P. Dillon, Ms. G. Lloyd, Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day 
 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
     

1. CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING 
 Dr. Walker was appointed as Chairman for the meeting. 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mr. M. Hudson. 
 
3. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2021, Ref No RG/02/2021 were approved and 
signed. [The meeting scheduled for 7 July 2021 was inquorate]. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
4.1 Tree safety survey for Recreation Grounds (Minute 3.2 RG/02/2021) 
 The six monthly work had been completed and the twelve and twenty four monthly work is due in 
 October 2021. A quotation of £480 (VAT not included) to fell an Ash tree (the condition of which 
 had been reviewed this Summer), on the Common Field Recreation Ground was accepted. 
 
4.2 Trees along bridleway, Common Field Recreation Ground (Section at Southern end from 
 Heaverham Road to approximately half way up the car park) (Minute 3.3 RG/02/2021) 
 This work is scheduled for 19 November 2021. 
 
4.3 Trees behind the scout hut at the Common Field (Minute 3.4 RG/02/2021) 
 New fencing installation is awaited.   
  
4.4 Metal play area gates (Minute 3.5 RG/02/2021) 
 The gate at the Common Field Recreation Ground had been repaired and was working well until a 
 few days ago when it was reported that the self-closing mechanism failed again. This would be 
 looked  at in due course. The gate at Nightingale Recreation Ground had been removed 
 temporarily off site pending repairs. 
 
4.5 Common Field Recreation Ground – seats & benches (Minute 3.6 RG/02/2021) 
 The seat near the big roundel had been vandalised and a request for quotation for the subsequent 
 repairs had been made but were still awaited.  
 
4.6 Flood lights at the tennis court car park (Minute 3.7 RG/02/2021) 
 Installation of replacement lights is awaited.  
 
4.7 Former Kemsing Sports’ Association tennis courts (Minute 3.8 RG/02/2021) 
 Information requested from the Sir Mark Collet Pavilion Trust had not been received yet. 
 The Clerk was instructed to arrange a meeting with the Trustees. 
 
4.8 Policy for use of Kemsing Parish Council’s Recreation Grounds by Individuals/Groups/ 
 Clubs/Businesses (Minute 3.19 RG/02/2021 
 The policy was reviewed with agreed amendments to be ratified by the full Parish Council. 
 The amendments were mainly to allow Kemsing residents to use the land for business purposes, 
 for example, personal trainers. 
 RESOLVED:  To recommend to the full Parish Council to ratify the amended policy, as agreed. 
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4.9 “No parking” sign at Nightingale Road Recreation Ground (Minute 3.11 RG/02/2021) 
 Sign to be replaced. 
 
4.10 Grass surface damage – Barnfield Crescent (Minute 3.12 RG/02/2021) 
 To be monitored.  
 
4.11 Play area equipment cleaning (Minute 3.13 RG/02/2021) 
 To be monitored.    
 
4.12 Nightingale Road car park (Minute 3.14 RG/02/2021) 
 Funds are being allocated to the Reserve Fund for resurfacing the car park. 
  
4.13 Coppiced area adjacent to Common Field Recreation Ground (between play area and Church 
 Lane track) (Minute 3.15 RG/02/2021)  
 The Clerk is in the process of arranging a site meeting with a professional woodland management 
 consultant.     
 
4.14 Signage for play areas (Minute 3.16 RG/02/2021) 
 Arrangements for signs to be displayed would be made. 
 
4.15 Access onto Common Field Recreation Ground (both gates)(Minute 3.17 RG/02/2021) 
 Replacement of worn padlocks with combination padlocks is ongoing. 
 
4.16 Play area fencing at Nightingale Road Recreation Ground (Minute 3.20 RG/02/2021) 
 Decaying palings are being monitored.   
 
4.17 Nightingale Road Recreation Ground – dog waste bins (muddy areas) (Minute 3.9 RG/02/2021) 
 Wood chippings had been laid down and the matter is now closed.  
 
5. NEW MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
5.1 Kemsing United Football Club Agreement for using the Common Field Recreation Ground  
 Members considered renewing the agreement to use the top and middle pitch to be available for 
 use all  year round, and for the bottom pitch to be available from the first weekend in October 2021 
 to the third weekend in April 2022 (games to take place in general on a Saturday p.m. and Sunday 
 a.m. and occasionally mid-week). 
 RESOLVED:  The existing agreement was renewed for the period from 1st October 2021 to  
 30th April 2022, with no recommended amendments. 
 
5.2 Sevenoaks Town Football Club 
 A request from the Sevenoaks Town Football Club to use the Common Field Recreation Ground 
 starting September 2021 until May 2022 (or sooner, possibly in February 2022 when another site 
 would become available), was considered. 
 Following a comprehensive debate, Ms. Lloyd proposed, seconded by Mrs. Wedderburn-Day: 
 “That the Parish Council approves, as a one-off goodwill gesture, the Sevenoaks Town Football 
 Club’s  request to use the top pitch and the middle pitch on the Common Field Recreation Ground, 
 on Sunday mornings between 1 September 2021 to 8 May 2022 from 10am to noon (based on a 
 previous expired agreement), subject the agreement of the Kemsing United Football Club”. 
 CARRIED 3 in favour, 1 against 
 
5.3 Barnfield Crescent – request from WCB Utilities 
 Permission was sought to store containers, welfare and storage items during gas main 
 replacement works on the green open space for approximately 12 weeks commencing on  
 30 August 2021. Members deemed the potential damage to the grass, inconvenience and 
 disturbance to local residents to be unacceptable which resulted in the request being declined.  
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5.4 Request for installing a fitness trail and equipment and fixed BBQ facilities on the Common Field 
 Recreation Ground 
 Following a brief discussion, it was RESOLVED that: 
 The Committee rejected the request for installing fixed BBQ facilities.  The request for installing 
 fitness equipment would be reconsidered during the next financial year. 
 
 At the meeting it was suggested that a hardstanding path around the perimeter of the field might 
 be beneficial for users, particularly during the winter months when the grass becomes very 
 wet and muddy. 
 
5.5 Football posts at Nightingale Road Recreation Ground 
 These had become rusty.   
 RESOLVED: To obtain a quotation for treating the rust and repaint the goal posts. 
 
5.6 Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust 
 A request to host an open air cinema at Nightingale Road Recreation Ground on 30 September 
 2021 was considered. 
 The Committee had no objection in principle, subject to receiving the following information: 
 Details of the proposed event, number of young people expected to attend, the specific area of 
 Nightingale Road Recreation Ground proposed for use, timings, how equipment will be set up and 
 whether there will be any noise disturbance to other users of the park and nearby residents.   
 A temporary event notice application may also be necessary. 
  
6. PLAY AREA INSPECTION REPORT 
6.1 Members noted the quarterly inspection report (circulated before the meeting) of the inspection 
 conducted on 1 July 2021. 
 It was agreed to obtain a formal quotation for the recommended work to be considered at the next 
 meeting. 
 
 The Clerk reported an anomaly with the previous work carried out by the contractors involving the 
 cableway at Nightingale Road Recreation Ground. No response addressing the issues raised by 
 the Clerk had been received and it was agreed that the Clerk should raise a formal complaint with 
 the contractors. 
 
 A lengthy discussion took place regarding the suitability of the wet pour play area safety surfacing 
 for the particular sites and the cost-effectiveness following the increase in instances where repairs 
 were needed.  
 At the moment no clear solution was found and the matter was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
7. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS & CLERK 
7.1 Kemsing Cricket Club had advised that there appeared to be a dead Ash tree – The Clerk had
 confirmed that this tree was being monitored. 
 
7.2 Kemsing Cricket Club had asked if lower hanging branches on four trees could be trimmed back 
 by the  benches – The Clerk had asked the Contractors to check and to trim back overhanging 
 branches where necessary. 
 
8. APPOINTMENTS 
 The following positions were appointed for the ensuing year: 

Chairman – Dr. Walker 
Vice-Chairman – Mrs. Wedderburn-Day 
Warden for Nightingale Road Recreation Area – Mr. Dillon 
Warden for Common Field - Mrs. Wedderburn-Day 
Warden for Barnfield Crescent - Mr. Dillon 

 
 
 
 
 



RG/04/2021  

Page 4 of 4 
 

 
 

Under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives  
of the press were excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item  

of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the  
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
9. Kemsing Cricket Club – proposal for outdoor cricket net practice facility at the Common Field  
 (Minute 3.1 RG/02/2021) 
 The response from the Charity Commission was noted, including guidance notes which had been 
 circulated to all Members prior to the meeting. From these papers it was concluded that (a) the 
 Charity Commission was not prepared to answer individual questions and (b) the Charity 
 Commission indicated that the decisions should be made by the Trustee, in line with the Charity’s 
 objectives. 
 
 The Committee had no objection in principle to the installation of an outdoor cricket net facility and 
 recommends to the full Parish Council that the Cricket Club can now proceed with seeking 
 planning permission for the installation of the cricket net practice facility.  
 
 The Recreation Grounds Committee would prepare a draft agreement/lease to be drawn up for the 
 use of this part of the Common Field Recreation Ground by the Kemsing Cricket Club for the 
 Parish Council’s consideration. 
  
 The meeting was reconvened and opened to the Public and Press. 
 
10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 10 November 2021 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.59 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Signed by Chairman: ……………………………………….   Date: ………………………………… 
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