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KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA, Tel: 01732 762841  

E-mail: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, 

Kemsing, on Wednesday, 19 January 2022 at 7.30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT:  Councillor Mr. D. Bennett (in the Chair) 
   Councillors Mr. B. Buttifant, Mrs. J. Chisholm, Mr. C. Connelly, Mr. P. Dillon,  
   Mr. P. Eaton, Mr. M. Hudson, Ms. G. Lloyd, Dr. G. Morrell, Mrs. M. Robarts,  
   Dr. P. Walker, Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs. Y. Tredoux (Clerk) 
   District Councillors Mrs. D. Morris  
   County Councillor Mr. R. Gough [arrived at 7.50 pm] 
   Three members of the public 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
Prior to the start of the meeting, the Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited the Members 
of the public to address any questions or comments to the Council.   
A resident asked about the proposed speed limit reduction on the section of Childsbridge Lane between 
Kemsing and Seal. There was a comment relating to the proposal by Tarmac to install traffic lights on the 
railway bridge along Childsbridge Lane into Seal village. 
 
DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
District Councillor Mrs. Morris reported that Sevenoaks District Council would resume with face-to-face 
meetings.  A local resident had received a reward as a community volunteer. There were plans for trees to 
be planted in the District as part of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.  Our local MP visited Kemsing 
recently and commented on the lovely character of the village. 
 
7.35 pm  The meeting was opened. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 An apology for absence was received from District Councillor Mr. S. Reay. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 Mr. Bennett declared having a non-pecuniary interest relating to Item 7(f) by virtue of being a 

member of the Campaign to Protect Rural England. 
 Mr. Eaton declared having a disclosable pecuniary interest relating to Item 5 as a landowner 

adjoining the proposed application site, but then retracted the declaration after being advised by the 
Chairman that there was no conflict of interest as the Council was only asked to determine the 
referral of the planning application to be considered by the full Council, which was therefore a 
procedural matter only, and not the actual consideration of the planning application, at the meeting. 

 
3. MINUTES  
 Mr. Bennett proposed: 
 “That the Parish Council approves the minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2021, Ref No 
 KPC/14/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
  
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
(a) Parish Councillor vacancy (Minute 4(c) KPC/14/2021) 

Two candidates addressed the Council and provided reasons for applying for the vacancy.   
7.42 pm  The Council resolved to exclude the public and press due to the confidential nature of the 
business transacted. 

 A secret ballot was held and it was RESOLVED that Mrs. S. Souch be co-opted. 
 7.50 pm  The public and press were invited back to the meeting when the result was announced 

and the meeting reconvened. 
 Mrs. Souch duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office and joined the other Councillors at 

the table. 
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 Mr. Gough arrived at the meeting which was promptly adjourned to receive Mr. Gough’s report. 
 A brief summary was given explaining Seal Parish Council’s request for the speed reduction from 
 60pmh to 40pmh along the section of Childsbridge Lane between Kemsing and Seal. Mr. Gough 
 pledged his support and a financial contribution from his Member’s Fund, for the scheme. A works 
 order to install a new “unsuitable for HGV’s” sign at the entrance to Pilgrims Way from Otford has 
 been raised. Mr. Gough was asked if he was aware of a proposed four-day road closure in Park 
 Lane by South East Water.  Residents were advised by South East Water that there would be no 
 access whilst the works were being undertaken. Mr. Gough undertook to investigate further.   
 
 The meeting was reconvened. 
 
(b) Sale of land North of Pilgrims Way, Kemsing (Minute 4(a) KPC/14/2021) 
 RESOLVED: An update was received and it was agreed to pursue this enquiry with the Solicitors at 
 a cost of £250. 
 
(c) Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration 2022 (Minute 4(b) KPC/14/2021) 
 A response from the Kemsing Heritage Centre Association was still awaited.  
  
5. NEW MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 Proposed new vicarage  
 The Diocese of Rochester had advised that a planning application had been submitted for the 
 erection of a new vicarage and car port on the land West of St. Mary’s Church with a proposed 
 access via the village car park. 
 RESOLVED: It was agreed that this planning application should be considered at an extra ordinary 
 meeting of the full Council. 
 
6. COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP REPORTS 
(a) Highways Working Group 
 The reports of the meetings held on 1 December 2021 and 12 January 2022 were noted. 
 The following recommendations were considered and determined as follows: 
 Updated Highways Improvement Plan (to be submitted to Kent County Council for comments) – 
 approved. 
 Protection of wildflowers and grass on KCC owned verges – No further action 
 Additional directional signpost to Kemsing Primary School – No further action 
 Request for pelican crossing at Childsbridge Lane – No further action 
 Proposed parking restrictions in High Street (opposite The Bell Public House) – To be included in 
 the Highways Improvement Plan 
 Safer footpaths – No further action can be taken 
 Parking in West End – No further action can be taken 
 Highways Management Policy – deferred pending inclusion of amended suggestions 
 Outline response to representations to speed limits – deferred 
 
 8.05pm  Mrs. Wedderburn-Day left the meeting. 
 
 A request to part-fund (in partnership with Seal Parish Council) a scheme (potential costs up to 
 £20,000) to reduce the current speed limit along Childsbridge Lane between Kemsing and Seal from 
 60pmh to 40mph) was considered. 
 
 8.06 pm Mrs. Wedderburn-Day returned to the meeting. 
  
 Comments from Councillors deliberating the proposal included the following: 

• The stretch of Childsbridge Lane between Kemsing and Seal is not a priority for Kemsing 
 Parish Council because (a) it has not featured on our Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) and 
 (b) in comparison with traffic problems elsewhere in the village, for example Pilgrims Way, 
 West end, Heaverham Road and numerous ‘blind’ junctions which are considered of higher 
 priority. 
• Supporting the proposal may be an opportunity for improvements locally, in partnership with 
 a neighbouring parish, particularly if this scheme is also supported by our County 
 Councillor.  
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• Public funds should be spent on improving areas in our parish which are considered 
 priorities, of which Childsbridge Lane between Kemsing and Seal is not. 

 Mr. Bennett proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Highways Working Group considered the request from Seal Parish Council for Kemsing 
 Parish Council to fund a traffic scheme to reduce the speed limit along Childsbridge Lane between 
 Kemsing and Seal from 60pmh to 40pmh and had concluded that this is not a priority for Kemsing 
 and as such, does not feature on our Highways Improvement Plan.  There are more urgent highway 
 improvements in Kemsing needed which had been included on our HIP, the three main areas being 
 West End, Pilgrims Way and Noah’s Ark Road. Therefore, there is no justification for Kemsing to 
 fund this scheme”. 
 CARRIED 9 in favour, 3 against, 1 abstention 
 
(b) Planning Committee 
 Mr. Eaton proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meetings held on 15 November 2021, Ref No 
 P/19/2021, 29 November 2021, Ref P/202021, 13 December 2021, Ref P/21/2021, 29 December 
 2021, Ref P/22/2021 and 11 January 2022, Ref P/01/2022”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
 The Chairman commended the Planning Committee Members and the Clerk for their commitment in 
 attending all the Planning Committee meetings, particularly during the December holiday period. 
 
8.25 pm  Before leaving the meeting, Mr. Gough was thanked for his valuable contribution. 
     
(c) Downland Management Committee 
 Mr. Bennett proposed:  
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 16 November, Ref DM/05/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
  
(d) Recreation Grounds Committee 
 Dr. Walker proposed, seconded by Mrs. Wedderburn-Day: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 16 November 2021, Ref 
 RG/05/2021”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
(e) Facilities Committee 
 Mr. Dillon proposed, seconded by Mr. Bennett: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2021, Ref 
 FAC/08/2021 and 12 January 2022, Ref FAC/01/2022”, and that the Parish Council approves the 
 recommendation to utilise the Council’s General Contingency fund to cut back to the boundary line 
 the group of willow trees adjacent to a property as well as removing all larger species of group of 
 cherry trees and other species over pathway to another property in Fairfield Close and to remove a 
 set of seven very tall Leylandii trees identified to be removed due to potential risk”.  
 CARRIED unanimously 
  
(f) Finance Committee  
 Mr. Eaton proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council notes the minutes of the meetings held on 15 December 2021, Ref 
 F/04/2021 and 11 January 2022, Ref F/01/2022, and that the Parish Council approves the 
 recommendations relating to various bank account arrangements, Reserve Fund transfers, Budget 
 proposals, Precept requirement of £154,250 for 2022/2023 and Appointment of Internal Auditor for 
 2022/2023”. 
 CARRIED unanimously 
 
7. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
(a) Accounts for payments & receipts 
 Mr. Eaton proposed, seconded by Dr. Walker: 
 “That the Parish Council approves the list of payments (Vouchers 134 to 172) and notes the list of 
 receipts (Vouchers 9 to 12). 
 CARRIED unanimously 
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(b) Donations and Subscriptions 

RESOLVED:  It was agreed to approve the St. Edith Hall Management Committee’s request for 
financial assistance for guttering cleaning and repairs to the value of £1,125 (VAT included) from the 
St. Edith Hall Structural budget. 
 
RESVOLVED:  It was agreed to renew the Campaign to Protect Rural England annual subscription  
of £35. 

 
8. INFORMATION REPORTS  
(a) General information 
 There was no report. 
 
(b) Reports from Councillors 
 The following comments and questions were raised: 

• Motorbikes being driven on Haffenden Field could be heard at night. 
• Dog mess on the Common Field Recreation Ground was on the increase. 
• A family with their dog had been seen inside the play area at the Common Field.  The self-

closing mechanism is defective. 
• The stream at The Well area is not currently running - this is not unusual. 
• The wooden directional sign at the Childsbridge Lane, West End and Dynes Road cross 

roads needs replacement.  The Clerk had previously reported this to Kent County Council 
and would chase up again. 

• Arrangements to obtain a replacement defibrillator was progressing. This involves 
agreement from the St. Edith Hall Management Committee to allow a new electricity supply 
to an external heated cabinet for housing the unit. 

 
8.45 pm  Under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives  

of the press were excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items  
of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the  

confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
 RESOLVED: It was agreed to approve a grant of £250 to the Kemsing Cricket Club towards the 
 practice net facility construction project, subject to the Club receiving planning permission for the 
 scheme. 
  
 The public convenience refurbishment project is ongoing and a site meeting with a supplier had 
 been arranged.  
   

 8.50 pm   The meeting will be reconvened and opened to the Public and Press. 
 
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  Wednesday, 16 February 2022 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.50pm 

 
 
 
Signed by Chairman : ……………………………………….. 

 
  

Date : ………………………………………………………….. 
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